
The Ancient Tradition of Intellectual Challenge 
 
The Sophists were a group of intellectuals in ancient Greece. They taught the practical skills 
needed for success in public and political life: rhetoric, argumentation, grammar, and the art of 
persuasion — how to win arguments. In democratic Athens, where political influence depended 
on the ability to speak convincingly, this was enormously valuable. 
 
The Sophists were popular and well-paid but controversial. Plato portrayed them as intellectual 
mercenaries who taught persuasion without truth — appearance without substance. Plato's 
dialogues defined "sophist" as a pejorative: someone who uses clever arguments to mislead 
rather than to seek truth. Aristotle — in direct response to the intellectual crisis the Sophists 
represented — formalized logic and invented the syllogism, the first deductive structure where a 
conclusion follows necessarily from premises. Structured argumentation evolved from Aristotle’s 
syllogism in the 4th century BCE into the field of analytic philosophy taught in universities today. 
 
I am writing in this ancient tradition in the face of the same intellectual crisis posed by the 
Sophists in the 5th century BCE. I’ve publicly self-immolated my career in the American tech 
industry and chosen structured argumentation — invented by Aristotle in the 4th century BCE — 
as my instrument to challenge the entire American tech and financial establishment on the 
grounds of defrauding their investors and the American people. 
 

 
 
A man rode a camel into a medieval village and proclaimed himself “King Midas.” He claimed 
that everything he touched would turn to gold — that he could touch things for the villagers and 
bring them all great wealth, but that they must pay him first. In gold. 
 
His entourage, bejeweled and clad in the finest clothes of their time sing praises of King Midas 
and his miracles. They tell dazzling tales of the miracles King Midas has performed in villages 
just like theirs, far and wide. They have the gold around their own necks to prove it. 
 
King Midas climbs onto his stage. Touch, touch, touch — he goes. Gold, gold, gold — the crowd 
goes wild. The villagers — blinded by grandiose promises and spectacular demonstrations — 
line up to hand King Midas their gold hand over fist.  
 
The skeptics and the believers shout past each other while the village economy quietly begins 
to restructure around expectations of subsidized gold. “Fools!” cry the believers. “King Midas is 
our future and our savior! Those of you who don’t pay him your gold — so he will touch your 
things, and turn them to gold — will be left behind and impoverished. With no gold!” 
 
 



Finally, one villager — embarrassed that no one did the obvious thing — steps up and does it 
himself. He holds out a rock. “Prove it,” he says to King Midas. “Touch it. Right now. In front of 
everyone. No — I don’t care about your benchmarks. You invented them. Put the glitter away — 
I don’t want to see another staged demonstration. Turn the music off and stop dancing.” ​
​
“Use my rock this time.” 
 
On November 30, 2022, a team of researchers launched a revolutionary technology and 
proclaimed themselves as champions of civilizational progress. That revolutionary technology is 
artificial intelligence — technology that reasons. Technology that solves logic puzzles. 
Technology that will bring wealth to everyone — only if we pay them trillions of dollars up front. 
 
I am holding out the rock.  
 
I built a logic puzzle for them to solve publicly, in front of everyone. 
 
​ I built a logic puzzle.  

For them to solve.  
With their trillion-dollar machines.  
That solve logic puzzles.  

 
My work establishes a publicly-available material fact.  
The tech and financial establishment have three moves available. 

1.​ Falsify my work.  
2.​ Disclose that “the investment in AI is a losing bet regardless of outcome” to investors. 
3.​ Defraud investors — openly.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You built trillion-dollar machines that solve logic puzzles.  
 
This shouldn’t take more than an hour. 
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